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There is not 'a shadow of right in the general
government to intermeddle with religion. Its least
interference with it would be a most flagrant usur-
pati-::'n. | JAMES MADISON,

The people of these United States are the right-
ful masters of both Congresses and Courts, not to
overthrow the Constitut.on, but to overthrow the

men who pervert that Constitution.
' ABRAHAM LINCOLN.




APPEAL AND REMONSTRANCE.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GERERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY
ADVEKTISTS, AT BATTLE CREEK, MICH., FEB. 24, 1803.

WhEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States, con-
trary to the principles upon which our government was es-
tablished, and contrary to the Constitution of the same, has
declared this to be a Christian nation ; and —

WhErEas, The Congress of the United States, following
in the same course that the Supreme Court has taken, has
violated the Constitution and invaded the dearest rights of
the people by legislating upon the subject of religion, decid-
ing a religious controversy and establishing a religious insti- -
lution, in the matter of closing the World's Fair on Sunday ;
ti:erefore, be it—

Resolved, That we do hereby submit to the gevernment
and people of the United States this, our appeal and remon-
ELrance : —

As Christians, we appeal on the ground of the divine right
which Jesus Christ has recognized and declared — the right
of every man to dissent even from the words and the religion
of Christ, in the words: “*If any man hear my words and be-
lieve not, I judge him not ; for T came not to judge the world,
but to save the world.” John 12 : 47.

As Protestants, we appeal on the ground of the historical
right to protest against every interference of civil govern-
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4 AFPPEAL AND REMONSTRAMNCE,

ment in the affairs of religion ; the grand charter of Prot-
estantism, the Augsburg Confession, declaring : —

“The civil administration is occupied alout other matters than is the
gospel.  The magletracy does not defend the souls, but the bodies, and bodily
things, against manifest [njuries, and coerces men by the sword and corporal
punishment, that it muay uphold el jostlee and peace. Wherefors, the
ecclesinstical power has its own command, 10 preach the gospel snd adiinis-
ter the sacraments, Let it not by force enter iuto the office of another § leg
it not teapsfer worldly kivgdoms ; . . . let it not preseribe laws to the mug-
istrate ‘touching the form of the State ; us Christ saye, * My kingdom is not
of this world." " = Adticle 285,

As. American citizens, we appeal on the ground of the
specifically declared constitutional right to the free exercise
of religion according to the dictates of the individual con-
science, totally free and exempt from all government con-
nection, interference, or contral.

As men, we appeal on the ground of the natural right of
mankind to render to the Creator such homage and such
only as each believes to be acceptable to him ; which right,
men possess hy virtne of being men, and not by virtue of
government ; which was theirs before government was, and
which would be theirs though there were no earthly govern-
ment at all ; which is their own in the essential meaning of
-the term ; which is precedent to all the claims of civil societyy
and which would be the same to each man though there were
not another person on the earth ; which they do not hold by
any sub-infendation, but by direct homage and allegiance to
the Owner and Lord of all.

And whether as Christians, as 'I’mtestants, as American
citizens, or as men, what we mean by religion always and
everywhere is ““the duty which we oweg to our Creator, and
the manner of discharging it.”

Finally. in this our appeal from this action of the gov-
ernment of the United States, and our remonstrance against
the principle and all the consequences of the action, we
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adopt and adapt the words ofs Madison, Jefferson, the Pres-
byterians, the Baptists, the Quakers, and the other good
people of Virginia, in their memorable defense, from 1776
until 1785, against the establishment of the ¢ Christian re-
hgion" there, and the making of that ““a Christian State.”
We would humbly represent that the only proper objects
of civil government are the happiness and protection of men
in the present state of existence, the security of life, liberty,
and property of the citizens, and to restrain the vicious and
encourage the virtuous by wholesome laws, equally extend-
ing to every individual. But religion, or the duty which we
owe to our Creator, and the manncr of discharging if, can
be directed only by reason and conviction, and _is wewhere
cﬂguizable but at the tribunal of the universal Judge.

To illustrate and confirm these assertions we beg leave
to ::rb::erﬂ: that to judge for ourselves and to engage in the
exercise of religion agreeably to the dictates of our own
consciences, is an inalienable right, which, upon the prin-
ciples on which the gospel was first prupagnted and the
reforination from TPapacy carried on, can never be trans-
ferred to another. We maintain, therefore, that in matters
of religion, no man's right is abri:]gecl by the institution of
civil society, and that religion is wh-:-]l}r exempt from its
EDE“IEH“CE

2. If religion be exempt from the authority of society at
large, much more is it exempt from the authority of the
governnent. The latter is but the creature and vicegerent of
the former. Its jurisdiction is both derivative and limited,
It is limited with regard to the co-ordinate departments of
the government, and" more necessarily is it limited with re-
gard to the whole people. The preservation of free govern-
ment requires not merely that the metes and bounds which
separate each ddpartment of the governmental power be in-
variably maintained, but more especially that neither of
them be suffered to overleap the great barrier which defends
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the rights of the people.  The rulers who are guilty of such
encroachment cxceed the commission from which they de-
rive their authority, and are tyrants. The people who
submit to it are governed by laws made neither by them-
selves nor by any authority derived from them, and are slaves.

3. It is proper to take alarm at the first experiment upon
our liberties. We hold this prudent jealousy to be the first
duty of citizens and the noblest characteristic of the Ameri-
can Revolution.  The freemen of America did not wait till
usirped power had strengthened itself by exercise and
entangled the question in precedents. They saw all the con-
sequences in the principle, and avoided the consequences
by denying the principle.  We revere this lesson too much
<soon to forget it. Who does not see that the same au-
thority that can establish Christianity, to the exclusion of
all other-religions, may establish with the same ease any
particular sect of Christians to the exclusion of all other
sects? And it is impossible for the magistrate to adjudge
the right of preference among the various sects that profess
the Christian faith without erecting a claim to infallibility,
which would lead us back to the Church of Rome. Who
does not see that the same authority that can require assent
to Christianity as the national religion may, with the same
. propriety, require assent to each particular phase and feature
of that religion ? That the same authority that can require
the observance of the “Christian Sabbath ” may, by the
same right, require the observance of every other ¢ Chris-
tian ¥ practice, custom, or institution? Nay, more; that
with the same propriety and-the same right, the authority
which may require assent to Christiarity as the national
religion ay require assent to any other religion which the
shifting policy of government might scem to demand ?  Tor
it is certain that there is no argument in favor of establish-
ing the Christian religion which may not, with equal pro-
priety, be pleaded for establishing the tenets of Mohammed
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by those who believe the Koran ; or Buddhism or any other
religion by those who believe in such religion:

4. During almost sixteen centuries has the legal estab-
lishment of ¢ Christianity " been on trial, under a number
of different claims and phases. What have been its fruits?
More or less in all places, pride, indolence, and insolence in
the favored clergy ; ignorance and servility in the assenting
laity ; in both superstition, bigotry, and persecution. In-
quire of the teachers of Christianity for the ages in which it
appears in its greatest power and luster ; those of every sect
will point to the time before its incorporation with the civil
power, whether it be viewed in its first propagation by the
apostles or in it§ revival in the great Reformation.

5. On the other hand, what influence, in fact, have estab-
lished religions on civil society? In some instances they
have been seen to erect a spiritual tyranny on the ruins of
civil authority ; in many instances they have been seenm up-
holding the thrones of political tyranny ; in ne insfance have
they been seen the guardians of the liberties of the people.
A just government, instituted to secure and perpetuate public
liherty, needs them not. Such a government will be best
stipported by protecting every citizen in the znjoyment of
his religion, with the same equal hand which protects his
person and property — by neither invading the equal rights.
of any -sect or individual nor suffering any sect to invade
thnse af another or of any individual.

6. T'his establishment of a national religion here is a seri-
ous departure from that generous disposition of this govern-
ment, which, offering an asylum to the persecuted and op-
pressed of every nation and religion, has made this nation
the glory of the ages and the admiration of the world. What
a melancholy mark are these acts of sudden degeneracy !
Instend of holding forth an asylum to the persecuted, they
_are-themselves a signal of persecution. L'hey degrade from
the egual rank of citizens all whose opinions in religion do
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not bend to those of the governmental authority. Distant
as these may be in their present form from the Inquisition,
they differ from it only in degree. The one is the first step,
the other is the last, in the career of intolerance. Hence-
forth the magnanimous sufferer from this cruel scourge in
foreign regions mnst view this action of our government as a
keacon on our coast warning him that now there is on earth
no haven where he may be secure from™ religious oppression
and persecution. -

7. Finally, the equal rights of every citizen to the free
exercise of religion according to the dictates of the individual
conscience is held by the same tenure as all other rights. If
we recur to its origin, it is equally the gift of nature ; if we
weigh its importance, it cannot be less dear to us; if we con-
sult the national Constitution, the grand charter of those
rights which pertain to the good people of the United States,
it is not only enumerated with egnal solemnity, but it is re-
served with studied and special emphasis, Either, then, we
must say that the will of the governmental. authority is the
only measure of that authority, and that in the plenitude of
that anthority it may sweep away all our fundamental rights,
or that it is bound to leave this particular right untouched
and sacred. Fither we must kay that the governmental au-
thorities may control the freedom of the press, may abolish
the trial by jury— nay, that they may despoil us of our very
right of suffrage, and erect themselves into an independent
and hereditary body_; or we must say that they had no author-
ity to make the declaration and decision, or to pass the acts
under consideration.

What, then, shall we say? We say, as men only can say,
that the government of the United States has no such au-
thority, and in order that no effort may be omijtted on onr
part against so dangerons a nsurpation, we oppose to it this
appeal and remonstrance.
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We, therefore, as Christians, as Protestants, as American
citizens, and as men, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
worll for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name
and by the authority of the natural rights of mankind, of
the Constitution of the United States, of the history of more
than eighteen hundred years, and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
solemnly publish and declare that we are and of right ought
to be, free and independent of all connection, direction,
dictation, interference, or control, of the government of the
United States, in matlers of religion or religious observances or
religious institutions of any kind or degree ; and that, as such,
50 far as earthly authority is concerned, we have full right to
be religious or not religious, to worship or not to worship,
to observe a day or not to observe it, according to the dic-
tates of our own consciences and the convictions of our own
minds.

And for the support of this appeal, remonstrance, and
declaration, and with a firm reliance on the protection of the .
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we mutually pledge
to each other and to the world, our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honor.



APPENDIX.

That it may be seen that this appeal and remonstrance
" occupies strictly American and historical grounds, we submit
the following documents from ¢¢ the times of '76.”

The Declaration of Independence had no sooner been
published abroad, than the Presbytery of Hanover in Vir-
zinia, at its very first meeting, openly took its stand in the
recognition of the new and independent nation, and ad-
dressed to the Virginia House of Assembly the following
memorial :

% To the Monovable, the General Assembly of Virginia: The mewmorial
of the Presbytery of Hanover huwbly represents : That your memorialists
are governed by the same seutiments which have inspired the Untted Btates
of Aworiea, and are determiped that nothlug Io our power and iolluence shall
be wanting to give sueecss to their common cause.  'We would also represent
that dizsenters from the Church of Kogland in this country have ever been
deslrous to condnet themselve: as peaceable members of the civil government,
for which reason they bave hitherto sulinitted to varions ecelesiastic Lurdens
and restrictions that are ipcopsistent with equal liberty. But now, when the
many and gricvous oppressious of our mother country have laid this coutinent
under the necessity of casting off the yoke of tyranny, and of forming lude-
pendent govermnents npow equitable aud liveral foundations, we flatter our-
selves that we shall be freed from all the inenmbravees which a spirit of dowmi-
nation, prejudice, or bigotry bas interwoven with most other political systems,
This we arc the more stroogly encouraged to expect by the Declaration of
Rights, so universally applanded for that digunlty, flrmness, and precision with
which ft delineates and asserts the privileges of eociety, and the prerogatives
of buman ooture ; aod which we embrace as the Magoa Cherta of our
commonwealth, that cau never be violated without endangering the graond
superstructare it was desigued to sustain.  Therefore, we rely upon this
Declaration, as well as the justice of our Honarable Legislatare, to secure us
the free exercise of religion according to the dictates of our own couscieneces :
and we should fall short in our duty to ourselves, and the many and punercus
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cobgregations under OUE CArE, WO We, Upin this eceasion, o veglect laying
before you a statement of the religious grievances umler which we have
hitherto labored, that they may oo looger be eontivued in our preseot forin
of guvernment.

“ [t js well known that in the frontier countics, which are justly supposed Lo
contaiu a fifth part of the iubabitants of Virginia, the dissenters have borne
the lieavy burdens of purchasing glebes, building chorehes; and supporting
the established clergy, where there are very few Episcopalians, either 1o assist
i bearlng the expense, or Lo reap the advantage | avd that throughout other
parts of the country there are alao muny thousands of zealouws friends amd
defenders of our State, who, besides the [pvidious and disadvantageous
restrictions to which they have been subjected, anoually pay large taxes tu
support an ostablishment from which their consclences and prineiples oblige
them to dissent : all which are confessedly so mhny violations of their natu-
ral rights, and, (o thelr consequences, & ristralnt upon freedom of loguiry
and private judgment.

“ In this eolightened age, sud fo a land where all of every denomination
arc united in the most strenuous efforts to be free, we hope and expect that
vnr representatives will chearfully concur in removing every specles of reliy.
.wous as well as elvil bondage. Cortain it Is, that every argument for clvil liberty
zains additional strength when applied to liberty [o the concerns of religion ;
and there fs no argument in fayor of establishlog the Christian religlon but
may be pleaded with equal propriety, for establishing the tenets of Moham-
mad by those who believe the Aleoran ; or, if this be not true, it ia at least
impossible for the magistrate to adjndge the right of preference among the
various sects that profess the Christian faith, without crecting & claim to in-
fallibility, whickh would lead us back to the Church of Rome,

“We beg leave farther to represent, that religions establishments arc
highly fojurious to the temporal Interests of any-communlty, Withbut
insisting upon the ambition and the arbltrary practices of those who arc
tavored by the government, of the intrigning, seditious spiclt which Is com
mouly exeited by this, as well us by every other kind of oppression, swch
cstablishments greatly retard population, and, consequently, the progress of
arts, pelenccs and manufactures, Witness the rapid growth and improve-
ment of the Northern provioces compared with this. No one can deny that
the more early settlements and the mwany superlor advantages of our coun-
try, would have Invited maititudes of artificers, mechanies, and other useful
members of society, to fix their hobitation among us, who have either
remained in thelr place of natlvity, or prefared worse clvil governments,
and & more barren soll, where they might enjoy the rights of conscienee more
fully than they had s prospect of doing (o this ; from which we infer that
Virginia might bave been now the capital of Amerlea, and & mateh for the
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British areas, without depending on others for the pedessurics of war, had 1t
uol been prevented by her religions establishment.

“ Nelther can it be made to appuar that the gospel needs any such civil
ild. We rather coneeive thal, when our blessed Saviour declurus his kiug-
dom is not of thiz world, he renounces all dependence upon Stite power; apd
as his weapous are spiritual, and were only degigned to bave Influcnee on the
judgment and heart of men, we are persuaded that if mankind were left in
quict possession of thelr inallenable religious privileges, Christlavity, as in
the days of the apostles, would continue to prevail and flourish in the Ereat-
cal purity by Its own oative excellence, aud under the all-disposing providence
of God. -

“ We would also bnmbly represent, that the ouly proper objects of eivil
government are the bappiness and protection of men e the present stute of
cxistence, the seeurity of the life, liberty, and property of the citizens, apd 1o
restrain the vicions aod eocouragestbe virtuous by wholesome laws, equally
exteoding to every individual: but that the duly which we owe to our Creator,
and the manner of dischaging it, can only e directed by reason and eonvie-
tion, and is nowhers cognizable but at the tribunal of the universal dJudge.

" Therefore we ask no ecclesiastical cstablishments for ourselves; neither
can we approve of them when granted to others. This, indeed, would be
giving exclusive or separate emolnments or privileges to one sct of wen,
without any special public serviees, to the common reproach and Injury of
every other denomipation. And for the reason recited, we arve ipduced car-
nestly to eptreat that afl luws pow in force in this commonwealtl, which
vountenance refigions domination, may Le speedily repesled 3 that ull of overy
teligions seet wiay Le protected In the full exercise of their severnl modes of
worship ; exempted from all taxes for the gupport of any chureh whatsoever,
farther thay what may be agreeable to their own private choice or voluntary
obligation. This being done, all partial asd isvidicus distineton will be
abolished, to the great booor and Interest of the State, aud overy one be left
to staad or fall according to bis merlt, which ean never be the cass so long
08 any ome denomination is establizhed in pruference bo the otliers,

*That the great Bovereign of the nnlyverse MAY ingpire you with unanim-
ity, wisdom, and resolution, and_hriug You to a Just determivation on all
the important coneeres before you, I8 the feryent prayer of your memorialists, 7t

The Presbytery of Hanover was immediately joined in
the good work by the Baptists and the Quakers, who sent
up petitions to the same purpose. The Episcopalian was
the established church of Virginia, and had been ever since

L Baird's * Religion in America," book fii, chap. iil, par. 9-18,
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the planting of the colony. The Episcopalians and the
Methodists sent up counter-memotials, pleading for a con-
tinuance of the system of establishied religion. Two mem-
bers of the assembly, Messrs. Pendleton and Nicolas, cham-
pioned the establishment, and Jefferson espoused the cause
of liberty and right. ~ After nearly two months of what Jef-
ferson pronounced the severest contest in which he was
ever engaged, the cause of freedom prevailed, and Dec. 6,
1776, the Assembly passed a law repealing all the colonial
laws and penalties prejudicial to dissenters, releasing them
from any further compulsory contributions to the Episcopal
Church, and discontinuing the State support of the Episco
pal clergy after Jan. 1, 1997,

A motion was then made to levy a general tax for the
support of ‘“teachers of the Christian religion,” but it was
postponed till a future Assembly., To the next Assembly,
petitions were sent strongly pleading for the general assess-
ment. But the Presbytery of Hanaover, still strongly sup-
ported by the Baptists and the Quakers, was again on hand
with a memorial, in which it referred to the points pre-
viously presented, and then proceeded as follows : —

“ We would aiso humbly represent, that the ondy proper objects of eivil
goverument are the happiness and protection of men in the present state of
cxistence, the seeurity of the life, liberty, and property of the citizens, and to
restrain the viclous and to encoursge the virttous by wholesome laws,
equally extandiog to every individual; but that the duty which we owe to our
Creator, and the manuver of dischargiog It, can ooly be directed by reason
and conviction, aund is nowhere cognizable but at the tribunal of the universal
Judge.

“ To llustrate and confirm these assertions, we beg leave t6 observe, that
to judge for curselves, and to engage in the exerciso of religion agreeably to
the dictates of our own consciences, is an unalienable right, which, upon the
prinelples on whiek the gospel was first propagated, and the Reformation
from popery cirrded on, can never be transforred to another, Nefther docs |
the chureh of Christ stavd fn need of a general assessment fof its support ;
and wost certain we are that it would be of no advaptage, but an injury to
‘the society to which we belong; and as every good Christian believes that
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Christ has ordained a cowplete system of laws fur the government of his
kiugdom, so we are persuaded that by bie providence hg will support It to its
final consununation. In the fixdd beticf of this principle, that the kingdom of
Christ aod the concerns of religion are beyond the limits of civil eontrol, we
should act a dishonest, inconsistent part, were we to receive any emolu-
weuts from homan establishments for the support of the gospel.

 These things being considered, we hope that we shall be excosed for re-
woustrating against a general assessment for any religions purpose. As Lbe
maxims huve long been approved, that every servant Is to obey his master,
und that the hircling Iz aceonutable for bis conduet to him from whom he re-
celves his wages; in Jike manner, if the legislature has any rightful authority
wver the winisters of the gospel in the cxercise of thelr sacred offive, and if it
is thelr duty to levy a maintevance for them as such, then it will follow that
they may revive the old establishment in its former extent, or ordain a new
one for any scct they mway think propery they are invested with a power waot
ouly to determing, but it s neumbent on them to declare who shall prewch,
whut they shall preach, to whom, when, aud iy what places they shallpreach;
or to imposce any regulations and restrictions upon religious societics that they
may judge expedient. These consequences arc so plaln a8 not to be deniwid,
aud they are so entirely subversive of religions liberty, that if they should take
place iu Virginta, we should be reduced to the melancholy necessity of saylug
with the apostles in like eases, *Jodge ye whether it fs best to obey God or
men,’ and also of acting as they acted. ‘

o Therefore, as It s contrary to our pyiuciples apd interest, and, as we
thiuk, subversive of reli'gh:-uu liberty, we Jo agaln moat earnestly cutreat tlat
our legislature wonld never extend any assessinent for veligious-purposes to
us or to the congregations nuder our care. !

In 1779, they defeated the bill, which had been u1dcr:d
to a third reading. But in the first Assembly after the war
was over, in 1784, it was brought up again. It was entitled
« A Bill Establishing a Provision for Teachers of the Chris-
tian Religion.” James Madison stood with Jefferson. As
the bill was about to pass, they succeeded in carrying a
motion to postpone it till the next session, but in the mean-
time, to have it printed and generally circulated. As soon
as this had been accomplished, Madison wrote, also for
general circulation and signature; a Memorial and Remon-

1 Id., par, 21-28,
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strance, to be presented to the next Assembly, in opposition
to the bill. "T'his document reads as follows:

“We, the subscribers, pitizens of the said commonwealth, having taken
into serous consideration a bill printed :h_',’ order of the last sesslon of
General Assembly, entitled, * A Bill Establishing a Provision for Teachers of
the Chriatian Rellgion,” and conceiving that the same, if finally armed with
the sanctions of-a law, will be a dangerous abmse of power, are bound gz
faithful members of a free Btate to remonstrate against it, and to declare the
renzone by which we are determined. We remonstrate against the said bill

%1, Becaunse we hold it for a fundamental aud undeniable trath *that
religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of dis-
charging it, can be dirceted only by reason and conviction, not by force or
violence.,! The religion, thop, of every man must be left to the conviciion
aml conscience of every man; and it is the right of every man to exercise it
as these may dietuie. This vight is in its nature an unalicoable right. It s
unalipnable, because the opinions of men, depending ounly on the evidence
contemplated in thelr own minds, eannot follow the dictates of other wen. It
ie unalienable, algo, becanse what is here a right towards men is a duty to-
wards the Creator. It I8 the duty of every man to render to the Creator such
homage, and-such only, as he believes to be acceptable to him, This duty s
precedent, both in order of tiowe aod in degree of obligaticn, to the claims of
eivil society. Before any man can be congidered a5 & member of eivil society,
be muzt be conzldered as a subject of the Governor of the aniverse: and if a
menber of ¢ivil society who enters into any subordinate association, must
always do it with & reservation of his duty to the geoeral authority, much
more must every wan who becomes a member of apy particular eivil society
do it with & saviug of his allegiance to the universal Sovercign, We maio-
tuln, therefore, that in mmatters of religion no man®s right is abridgzed by the
instibution of civil socicty, and that religion is wholly exempt fromn cognizance.
True it I8, that oo other rule exists by which any question which may divide
a syciety ean be ultimately determined thao the will of the majority; but it
is also true that the majority may trespass upon the rights of the minority.

“3. Becanse, If religion Is exempt from the authority of the society at
large, still Jeas can it be subject Lo that of the legislative body, The latier are
bitt the creatures and vicegerents of the former. Their jurisdiction is both
derivative and limited. Ttis Hinited with regard to the co-ordinate depart-
ments ; more necessarily is it limited with regand to the constituente. The
prescrvation of a free government requires not merely that the metes and
bounds which separate each department of power be invariably maintained,
but more ecspecially that pelther of them be suffered to overleap the great
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barrict which defends the rights of the people, The rulers who ure gnilty of
such an cperoachmont éxcesd the commission from which they derlve (heir
eujbiority, aml are tyranis. The people who sabmit Lo it wre governed by
laws made ueither by themsclves wor by auy authority derivod from thon,
and are slaves. .

“3. Because il is proper to take alann at the first experiment upon our
Iberties” We: hold this priadent jealousy to be the first duty of cltlzens,
and one of the noblest charmcteristics of the late Revolution., The freewen
of Awerica dil not wait till usurped power lad streugtheoed ftselfl by ex-
ercise, and entungled the guestion in precedents. They saw all the conse-
guences in the principle, they avoided the consequences by denying the prin-
cipte.  'We revere this lesson too much, soon to forget it.  Who does vot see
that thie sme anthority which can establish Christianity, in exclusion of all
uiber religlons, may ostablish, with the smine esse;, any particular scet of
Chirlstiang, o exclusion of all other sects ¥ that the same authorily which enu
firee woeltizon to contribute three pence only, of his property, for the support
of any one estaldislment;, may foree him to conforin to any other estabiish-
went in adl cases whatsocyer 2 .

“ 4, Beeause the bill violates that equality which ought to be the hasis
of cvery law, and which is more indispensuble o proportion as the validity or
expedicney of any law is more lable to be npeached. T all men are by nat-
nre agnally free aod independent,” all men are to he considers] as entering
[uto socicty on equal conditions; as relinguisbhiog ve more, and therefore, re-
tuining no Jess, oue thay the other, of their natursl plebits,  Alwve all, are
they to be considered as retainivg an * equal title to the free exerelse of religlon
according to the dictates of consclenee.  Whilst we assert for ourseives a free-
duen to emhrace, to profess, aud o observe the veligion which we believe to
be of divine origin, we canpot deny an equul freedom to them whose minds
bave vot yet yielded to the evidence which bag convineed us.  If this freedom
b abmsed, it is an offense agalnst God, not agaiost nan.,  To God, thercfore,
oot to iman, must an account of it be rendered,  As the bill viclates equality
by subjecting sowe to peculiar burdens, so It violates the same principle by
granting to others peculfar exemptions’ Are the Gualicrs and Menonista the
only secls who think o compulsive support of their religious uuuecessary and
unwarrantable ¥ Can their piety alone be fotrusted with the.care of public
worship? Ought their religions to be endowed above all others with extia-
ordinary privileges by which proselybos may be enticed from all others,  We
think too favorably of the justiee sl good senge of these depomioations to
belleve that they elther covet pre-eminences over their fellow-citizens, or that’
they will be seduced by them from the common opposition to the ipeasore.

5. Because the bill jwplies either thut the civil magistrate is a ecom-
petent judge of religious truths, or that he may empioy religlon as an engloe



THE TIMES OF ’76. 17

of eivil policy. The first s an arrogant pretension, falsified by the contradic-
' tory opinions of rulers in all ages and throughout the world; the amgnﬂ an
anhallowed parversion of the means of salvation.

6. EE[‘.II:I.EE the establishment proposed by the bill iz not requisite for
the support of the Christian religion, To say that It is, Iz & contradiction to
the Christian religlon itself, for every page of it disavows a dependence on
the powers of this world. [t is a contradiction to fact; for It Iz known that
this religion both existed and fourished, not only without the sapport of
human laws, but In apite of every opposition from themt; and not only during
the period of miraculons aid, but long after it had been left to ita own evi-
ilence and the ordinary care of Providence, Nay, It is a contradiction in terms; -
for a religion not invented by human policy must have pre-existed and been
supported before it was established by human policy. Tt is, moreover, to
weaken in those who profess this religion a plons confldence In its innate ex-
cellence and the patronage of Its Author, and to foster in those who still
reject it & suspleion that its friends are too consclons of its fallacies to trust
it to Its own merits.

YT, Beeause experience witnesseth that eccléslastical establishments, in-
stead of maintalning the purity and efficacy of religion, have had u contrary
operation. During almost fifteen centurles has the legal establishment of
Christianity been on trial. What have been its fruits ¥ More or less, in all
places, pride amd Indolence in the clergy; Ignorance and servility iu the lulty;
in both, superstitioni, bigotry, and persecution. Ingnire of the teachers af
Christlanity for the ages in which it appeared in its greatest lnster; those of
every sect polut to the uages prior to its Incorporation with elvil polley. Pro-
pose & restoration of this primitive state, in which its teachers depend on the
voluntary reganl of their fiocks — many of them predict its downfall, On.
which side onglt thelr testimony-to have greatest welght — when for, or when
against, thelr luicrest?

‘8. Betause the establishment in question Is not necessary for the sup-
port of eivil government.  Tf it be urged ae necessary for the support of civil
government only as it 18 & meuns of supporting religion, and it be not neces-
sury for the latter pnrpose, It eannot be necessary for the former, Tt religion
be not within the cognizance of eivil government, how can its legal establish-
meut be necessary to elvil gorernment?  What Infinence, in faet, have ecclesl-
astical establishments had on civil society ¥ Tn some instances they have
been seen to erect a spiritnal tymanny on the ruins of civil authorlty; fn many
instances they have been seen uphaolding the thrones of political tyranny, in
no Instance have they been seen the guardians of the lba s of the people,
Rulers who wished to subvert the public liberty may have found ju establighed
clergy convenlent auxiliaries, A just government, Enstituted to secure amd
perpetnate il needs them vot.  Snch a goverument will be best supported by
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protecting every citizen in the enjoyment of his religion with the same equal
hand which protects his person and his property; by neither invading the
equal rights of any scet, nor suffering any sect o invade those of another.

0. Because the proposed establishment is a departore from that gener-
ous poliey which, offering an asylom to the persecuted and oppressed of every
nation and rellgion, promised a luster to our country, and an sccession to
the oamber of its citizens. What a melancholy mark ia the bill, of sndden
degeneracy] Iustead of holding forth an asylum o the persecated, It is feself
a slgnal of persecution. It degrades from the equal rank of citizens all those
whose oplulons in veligion do not bemd to those of the legislative anthority.
Distant ag it may he in its present forim from the Inguisition, 1t Alfere from
it only in degree. The one is the first step, the other is the lask, in the
carner of Intolerance. The magnanimous sufferer of this eroel scodrge in
forelgn reglons, must view the bl as & beacon oo our coast warning him to
seek some other bhaven, where liberty and philanthropy, in their due extent,
may offer a more certain repose from his troubles. .

“10. Beeanse it will have a like tendency to banizh our eltizens., The al-
loremnents presented by other sitoations are every day thinning their numnber,
To superadd a fresh motive to emigration by revoking the Uberty which they
now enjoy, woold be the same species of folly which has dishouored aml
depopulsted fourishing kingdoms,

#11. Becanse it will destroy that moderation and harmony which - the
trrbearance of onr laws to Intermeddle with religion has produesd among 1ie
several sects, Torrents of blood have beem spllt in the O1d Worlll in con-
sequence of vain attempts of the secular aom to extivguish religions disconl
by prosctibing all differences in veligious opinion, Time lLas at Jengih re.
. wvealed the true remedy. Every relaxation of narrow and rigorons polley,
wherever it has bean tried, hag been found to assuage the discase, The
American theater has exhibited proofs that egoal and complete liberty, if it
does not wholly eradicate ity sufliclently destroys lts mallgnant Influence o .
the health and prosperity of the State. If with tbe salutary effects of this
system under our own eyes, we begin to contract the bouuds of religions
freedom, we know no name which will too severely reproach oor folly. At
least let warning be taken at the flist-frults of the threatened junovation.
The yory appearance of the bill hae tranaformed * that Christian forbearance,
tove, and charity,’ which of late muteally prevailed, into anbmosities and
jeslonsies, which may not be appeased. What mischiefs may not be dreaded,
alwnld this enemy to the public quiet be armed with the force of law 1

#12. Becanse the policy of the bill I8 adverse to the diffusion of the light
of Christianity. Tue first wish of those who enjoy this preclous gift ought to
b that 1t may be Impartad to the whole race of mankind, Compare the num-
her of those who have ns yet received it with the ngmber still remalning under
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the dominion of false religions, and how small is the former? Does the
polley of the bill tend to lessen the disproportion? Noj it at once discour-
agus those who are strangers to the light of revelatlon from coming Into the
region of it, and countenances by example the nations who continue lo dark-
ness io shutting out those who wight convey it to them. Instead of leveling,
as far as possible, every obstacle to the victorlous progrese of truth, the bill,
with an [gnoble and uopchristian timidity, would eircumscribe It with a
wall of defense agalnst the encroachments of error.

“ 18, Because attompls to eonforee;, by legal sanctlons, acts obooxions tu
so great o proportion of citizens, tend to éemervate the laws in general, and to
slicken the bands of soclety. If It be difficnlt to exccute any law which Is
not generally deemed ncecessary or salutary, what must be the case whero
it is dcomed lnvalld and dangerous ¥ And what may be the effect of ao
striking an cxample of impolency in the government on jts general authority ¥

“14. Becanse a mensure of such sipgular magnitude and dellcacy ought
uot to be boposed without the clemest evidence that [t is called for by a ma-
jority of citizens; apd no satisfactory method is yet proposed by which the
voiee of the majority in this ense may be determined, or its influcnee secured.
*The people of the respective counties are, indeed, requested to signify their
oplnlon respecting the adoption of the bill, to the next session of the
Agsembly.’ But the representation must be made equal before the voice
elther of the representatives or of the countles will be that of the people.
Our hope is that neither of the former will, after due consideration, espouse
the dangerous principle of the bill.  Should the event disappolut us, it will
still leave us in full confidence thal o fuir appeal to the latter will reverse the-
sentcuce against onr liberties,

¥ 15, Because, finally, ‘The equal right of every citizen to the free exercise
of his religion, according to the dictates of conscience,’ is held by the same
tenure with all our other rights.  If we recur to Itz orgin, It I8 equally the
gift of nature: if we welgh its importance, it caonot be less dear to us: if we
eonsult the declarntion of those rights * which pertain to the good people of
Virginia as the basis and foundation of government,” it is enumerated with
equal solemnity, or rather with stadied emphasia. Either, then, we must say
that the will of the legislature ls the only measure of their authority, and
that in the plenitnde of that anthority they may sweep away all our funda-
mentsl rights, or that they are bound Lo leave this particular right untouched
and gaered. Either we must say that they may control the freedom of the
presg, may abolish the trial by jury, may swallow up the executive and jodi-
clary powers of the Btate: nay, that they may despoil us of our very rights of
suffrage, nnd erect themeclves Into an Independent and hereditary assembly,

or we must say that they have uo authority to enact into & law the bill under
conglderation.
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“We, the subscribers, suy thut the General Assembly of this comrmon-
wealth bave wo such authority.  Aud ju order that uo cfort may b ouiticd
ol gur et against so dangerous an usarpation, we UPPUEe Lo 1f this rutmon-
strace; carpestly praying, as we are in duty bonwd, that the Suprewe Law-
giver of the upiverse, by iMuminating these to whom it is addressed, may ou
the one hand, turn their councils from every act which wouald affront his Loly
prevogative, or violate the trust commuitted to then; and, on the other, guide
them into every mensare which may be worthy of his blessing, redonnd (o
their own praise, and ostablish wore firmly the liberties, the prosperity, aod
the Lappinesa of the commonwealth, ' &

This remonstrance was so generally signed that the bill
for a general assessment was not only defeated, but in ils
place there was passed, Dee. 26, 1985, ““ An Act for Estab-
lishing Religious Freedom,” written by Thomas )efferson,
and ‘reading as follows : —

“Well aware that :'.I.Ill]ighl}' God bath created the mind free ; that all
attempis o infinenes it by tewporad pupishments or burdens, or by civil
incapacilations, tend ouly to beget habits of hiypecrsy and meanncss, and are
a departure from the plan of the holy Author of our religion, ho, leluge
Lord hoth of body and mind, yet chose not to propagate It by eoercions on
cither, us wus in bis almighty power to doj that the impious preswin|ition
of legislutors and rolers, eivil as well ns eeclesinsticnl, who being themselyes
lat fallible and uninspired men, bave assumed dowiuion over the faith of
others, setting up their vwn opinivns and modes of thinking as the ouly
true amd infallible, and as soch endeavoriog to Intpose them on others, hath
cstablislend and maivtaioed false religions over the greatest part of the workl,
and throngh all time; that to compel & man to furpish contributions of
woney for the propagutions of opinions which he dishetleves, is sinful awul
tyrappical; that even the forcing him to support this or that teacher of his
own religious persnasion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giv-
ing Lis contributions to the particular pastor whose morals he weuld make
his pattern, apd whose powers he feels most persussive to righteoustieas,
and I8 withdrawing from the ministry those tewporal rewards wiich, proceed-
lug from an approbation of thelr personal conduct, are an additional fnclte-
ment toearnest and voremitting labors for the fnstroction of wankind; that
" our eivil rights bave no dependence on onr religious apinions, more t]_mu our
opintons fn physics or gmmetu. i+ that, therefore, the prozeribing any t.ti'l.lmn
a5 ubworthy the publie -.u:-nﬂdﬂnm by laying upon bim an jvcapacity of I:uelng

1 Blakely's ** American Etate Papers,” pp, 27-38,
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EHIlul Lo the offiecs of trust and emolwnent, uoless be profess or rencunce
1his ur that religions vpinion, is depriviog bim injuriously of those privileges
unl wilvantages to which, in eemmon with bis fellow-citizens, be s a paty-
ral right; that It tends to eorrupt the principles of that 'I.hzr_r rellrton it Is
meant to encourage, by bribing with a monopoly of worldly bonors and emoly -
ments, thosg who wilt axternally profess and conform to ity that thoagh iy-
deed these are criminal who do not withstand such temptation, yet veither
are those innocent who lay the bait in thelr ways that to suffer the elvil
magistrate to intrude bis powers foto the fleld of opinion, wnd 1o restraln the
profession or propagation of priociples, on the snpposition of their ill ten-
dency, 1s a dangerous fallacy, which at ovee destroys all religicns liborty, e
vause he belng of course judge of that teadency, will make his opivions the
ritke of judgmont, and approve or condemn the senthments of othors onl ¥ oas
they sball square with, or Qiffer from his ownj that it is time enongh for the
rFghtiul purposes of civil government for its officers to interfere when prin.
LIp]Ls break out Inte overt actions against peace and guod order; and, finally,
that truth is great, and will prevall if left to berself; that she ig the proper and
sufliclent antagonist to error, and bas nothing to fear from the couflict, un-
- less by buman interposition disarmed of ber natural weapons, free argmoent
andl debate, errors ceaslng to be dangerous when it is permitted freely to con-

tradict thetn.

Y Be i thergfore enacted by the General Azsembly, that no man shall be
compelled to frequent ur support any religious worship, place, or minkstey
whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in Tds
body or goods, nor shall otkerwise suffer on aeconnt of his religions opinious
or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argmnent to wadn-
tain their oplnions ln matters of rellgion, and that the same shall in no wisy
diminish, enlarge, or affect theiv civil capacities.

*And thongh we well know that this Assembly elected by the people for
the ordinary purposes of leglslation ouly, have uo power to restrain the acts
of succeeding Assemblies, constituted with the powers equal to our own, awd
that thorefore to declave this act Irrevoeable, would be of po effect in law,
yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are
of the oaturs] rights of mankind, and that if any act sball be hereafter
passed torepeal the present or to narrow Its operation, such act will be an in-
fringement of vatural right.'

Such.is the origin and history of the establishment of
freedom of the individual conscience, as a constitutional
right, both State and National, in the United States.

1., pp. 28-26.
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TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY.

At the same session of the General Conference of the
Seventh-day Adventists, in which the foregoing appeal and
remonstrance was adopted, the following resolutions in re-
gard to the taxation of Church and other ecclesiastical
property were also adopted (March 5, 1893): —

HWhereas, Tn view of the separation which we believe should exist be.
tween the Church and the State, it is inconsistent for the Church to re-
ceive from the State pecuniary gifts, favors, or exemplions, therefore,

Kesolved, Thal we repudiate the doctrine that Church or other ecclesi.
astical property shonld be exempt from taxation, and further, -

Aesefwed, That we decidedly protest against any such exemption, and
favor the repeal of such legislation as prants this exemplion.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LIBRARY.

The Religious Liberty Library is a monthly publication (with occastonal
extras) published by the International Religious Liberty Association. The
following numbers have been issued :(—

No. 1. Due Process of Law and the Divine Right of Dissent.
An interesting and instructive work upon the * Process of Law,” * Chris-
tianity and the Common Law,” * Individual Right of Religious Belief,'”
“The Divine Right of Dissent,” etc.; in review of Judge Hammond's de-
cision in the King case. By A. T. Jones. 120 Pages. [rice 15 cis.

"No. 2. Religions Imtolerance in the Republie. A lucid and
vivid portrayal of recent persecutions in Tennessee, written by the editor
of the Areea. 16 pages. Price 2 cis.

No« 8: Church and State. A timely document wpon the origin of
Church and State union, with the arguments and excuses for Sunday
laws exempling Chuarch property from taxation, laws against blasphemy,
religious tests, ete,, all well considered. By James T, Ringgold of the
Baltimore Bar., 60 papes. Price 10 cts,

No. 4. The National Bunday Law. Arguments in behalf of the
rights of American citizens, presented by A. T, Jgnnm in opposition to the
Blair Sonday Rest Bill. A thorough catechism upon “the subject of
Church and State. 142 pages. Price 25 cis.

No. . Sunday Lawa in the United Btates. 'Their groundiessness
and unconstitutionality exposed. By James T. Ringgold. 24 pages.
Price 3 cis. a

No. 6. The {}aptlr]tfy of the Republic. A Report of the Hearing
on the Sunday Closing of the World's Fair, before the House Commiltee
on Columbian Exposition, Jan. 10-13, 18g3. 112 pages. Price 15 cts.

No. 7. Appeal and Eemoustrance. Kesolutions adoped by the
General Conference. of the Seventh-day Adventists, Feb. 24, 1893, with
documentary evidence attached. 24 pages. Price 3 ets,

Annual subscription to the Library, §1.00




